
Former F staris
 
uthora dlavvye~too 

CARLOS ORTIZ staff photographer 

Burger Middle School sixth-grader lafayette lawrence greets former Syracuse football star and best selling 
author Tim Green who talks with students about exercising their minds as much as their bodies. 

Green wal1ts students to become well-rounded
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HENRIETTA - A re­
tired NFL star visited 
Burger Middle School 
Wednesday. So did a best­
selling author. And a suc­
cessfullawyer. 

And they all came in the 
person ofTim Green, a for­
mer All-American at Syra­
cuse University who has 
turned his career to writ ­
ing more than a dozen chil­
dren's books and suspense 
novels. 

So it was no surprise that 
when Green addressed the 
student body Wednesday, 
he told them to make sure 
they're exercising their 

minds as much as their 
bodies. 

"You find that the more 
you read, the better you 
get, the smarter you get," 
Green said during a speech 
in the school auditorium. 

Green, who played eight 
years in the NFL, told the 
kids about the importance 
of being well-rounded. He 
said that even if they're 
good at athletics now, 
they'll have to be good at 
other things later in life. 

When Green signed 
autographs for students 
later in the school library, 
he asked them questions 
about playing sports but 
also about how well they're 

doing in school. 
Students said they were 

excited about the visit 
"I think it's awesome to 

have him here," said Can­
dice Greer, 13, of Henrietta 
"His life story is really 
amazing." 

"It's like really cool," 
added Josh Stein, 12, also of 
Henrietta. . 

Burger's principal Shaun 
Nelms said Green was 
brought into the school to 
help inspire young boys to 
keep reading. 

The entire seventh­
grade class was given 
Green's book Football Ge­
nius to read. 

Green, who received his 

law degree from Syracuse, 
has also written the chil­
dren's stories Baseball 
Great and Football Hero, 
as well as several adult 
novels. After his speech, 
Green held a question-and­
answer session with stu­
dents and fielded queries 
about his family and his 
writings. 

Green was also asked 
who his favorite NFL 
players to compete against 
were, and he listed quarter­
backs Joe Montana, John 
Elway and Dan Marino. 

'l\.t one time or another, I 
smashed them all," Green 
said. ''And that was fun." 0 
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